Habitat Protection Goals

® Map and maintain a system of stream bank protection
areas, hedgerows, road and trail corridors, wetlands, devel-
opment buffer areas, small and medium sized forest
patches, and woodland reservations.

® Strive for connectivity (vegetated corridors) and proximity
(stepping stones) among the vegetated open space tracts.

® Limit development on large, consolidated open space tracts.

e Allow smaller wildlife areas (patches) of 20 acres or more to
be liberally scattered throughout the town.

e Work to establish soft feathered edges along woodland
boundaries.

e Allow fingers of wild land to connect with suburban and
urban districts.

e Encourage use of native species in landscaping.

Creating a Network Landscape

We possess an impressive network of wooded open space. It shows up on USGS maps, aerial photographs, and town
and county land use maps. The figure above depicts a system of connected habitats. This map shows a kind of “natural
zoning,” boundaries encompassing protected home regions for many wildlife species. Local conservation advisory
commissions (CACs) and the Environmental Management Council (EMC) are in an ideal position to help the town
develop wildlife preservation strategies.

5 Methods to Protect Habitats

Local Management
Habitat system planning should happen townwide in communication

with adjacent municipalities, as well as on a site-by-site basis. Localities
should know and publicize habitat requirements of wildlife residents.

Inventory ‘ Strategies ‘ Implementation

- ldentify species + Set protection goals - Engage applicants

- Map habitat locations - Involve public - Approve land use regulations

« Determine conflicts - Adopt policies - Agree to permanent condi-
or threats tions (e.d., easements, no

development areas, purchase
of critical areas)
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